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POETRY: A Magazine of Verse 
CHINESE POEMS 

SHANG YA 

Shang Ya! 

I want to be your friend 

For ever and ever without break or decay. 

When the hills are all flat 

And the rivers are all dry, 

When it lightnings and thunders in winter, 

When it rains and snows in summer. 

When Heaven and Earth mingle — 

Not till then will I part from you. 

Anonymous — First Century B. C. 

ON FINDING A HAIRPIN IN A DISUSED WELL 

Once a girl was gathering flowers. 
Gathering flowers at the well-side. 
The flowers she plucked she put in her hair 
And she looked at herself in the well-water. 
Long she looked and couldn't stop, 
Laughing and laughing at her own beauty, 
Till one of her golden pins fell out 
And there in the well it has lain ever since. 
Its peacock-feathers are turned to mud. 
But the golden shaft is as bright as new. 
The person who wore it is dead and gone ; 
What was the use of the thing lasting? 

T'ang Seng-ch'i — Sixth Century 
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